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he met at the Imperial entertainments. During the day he
seems to have found time for an occasional interview with
some of the scientific men of St. Petersburg, and for desul-
tory preparation for his journey. But evidently courtiers
and court life had for the time quite dispossessed geologists
and 'geology in the attentions of the author of the " Silurian
System." At the beginning of the week following that in
which he had made the acquaintance of the Czar and Impe-
rial family, he attended a ball given by the newly married
Czarewitch. From his reminiscences of that evening a few
sentences may be quoted.

" The Emperor talked to me again, asking me what I had

been doing this morning.    'Pour hours/ said  he, 'at the

School of Mines, and two hours with Professor Eichwald!

Why, you will quite tire yourself before you set out on your

long journey.   You must have good stout legs/ he continued,

passing his hand at the same time to the side of my thigh,

which he pinched.    He then discoursed of discipline, system,

etc., and alluding to the review of the morrow, he observed,

' Ton will see three of my sons in the corps of the cadets.'

'The Grand Duke Constantine will, I suppose, command

them?' said I.    'Command!' replied he.    'No, indeed! he

will not even be in the front rank of privates; he is yet

too young.     The little fellow has plenty of talent, but

requires to be kept in order.   We must have a good bridle

on him for some time to come.'    His Majesty again spoke to

me with gratitude concerning my labours, and said he had

no doubt my success in my present profession was mainly

due to my old military education, which he thought was the

best school for all men.
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